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Vision:
A community without hunger, a people with hope
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You're invited to the Friendship Inn Kitchen Party!

Your support has enabled the Friendship Inn to serve vulnerable people in our

community for 55 years. Every day, thanks to your financial gifts and volunteer time,
we can offer food and friendship for people who may otherwise go without. _ f/

our 55-year milestone and give our closest friends - YOU - a glimpse into
d share more than 1000 daily meals, we're throwing a

Kitchen Party!
Wednesday, May 8th
Come & Go, 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm

t our state-of-art kitchen or sit in the Dining Room where guests
lly up for an experience, don an apron and hairnet
hen Party goal: making 55 dozen sandwiches and
be served to guests!

To honour
what it takes to prepare an

" You can check ou
eat every day. If you're rea

and help us reach our Kitc
550 litres of soup to

Your contributions to the Friendship Inn make a meaningful difference
in people’s lives, every day. We'd love to have you for a visit
50 we can say “Thank-you' in person.

nn.ca by May 1.

Please RSVP to reception@friendshipi

k .
eep up to date at: £ [E] @SaskatoonFriendshipinn
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Making Meals and

IN OUR MILESTONE 55TH YEAR

OF SERVING COMMUNITY, it's the
perfect time to stop and reflect on the
Friendship Inn story. Archives tell us
that on March 4, 1969, six hungry men
were served the first bowls of soup.
But how did the Friendship Inn begin?

The 1960s brought challenging
economic times. Witnessing an
alarming number of unemployed
individuals requesting food and funds,
the Inner City Council of Churches was
motivated to come together to find a
solution. Through the vision of Founder,
Jack Leier, the leadership of Rev.
Bernard Dunn, financial support from
Our Lady of the Prairies Foundation,
and a building provided by the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, the
Saskatoon Friendship Inn was created
to meet the growing need for food,
friendship, counselling and care in our
community.

Many people came to the Inn looking
for a hot meal, warmth, clothing and
a helping hand. No one was turned
away. The founders and first leaders
believed services should be offered
free of charge, without any qualifying
conditions. Each person should be
treated with dignity and compassion.

From day one, Volunteers were the life
blood of the Inn. In the early days, 52
different churches each claimed one
calendar week and provided an army
of volunteers to assist the few paid
cooks and managers. This continued
for fifteen years! Initial programming
included a Legal Aid Clinic, social
activities, and medical and dental
clinics, however, food security was

Meeting Needs

always the Inn’s primary focus. In that
first year, an average of 100 meals were
served each day.

Guests of the Inn benefited from many
key partnerships. The CWL Clothing
Depot has worked ‘hand in glove’
(pun intended) with the Inn from the
beginning. The City of Saskatoon,
United Way and the Ministry of Social
Services were early supporters. Public
and Separate schools, the business
community, granting agencies, service
clubs, groups and countless caring
people donated their time and money
to keep the doors of the Inn open and
welcoming to neighbours in need.

By the early 1980s, the Inn was
supplying meals and food hampers,
and resources were stretching thin.
Michael Hayden, the Inn’s Board Chair,
also served on a community task force
exploring a food bank. By 1984, the Inn
provided $10K in seed money to assist
with the start-up of the Saskatoon
Food Bank (which is now marking

its 40th anniversary). Collaboration
continues with both agencies sharing
food resources with each other.

Today, the Friendship Inn is serving
about 1200 daily meals through a dual-
service delivery model of dine-in and
take-away (a pandemic innovation that
became our best practice). More than
95% of our food resources continue
to be donated, and each year, 95% of
our budget is fundraised. Our amazing
volunteers contribute nearly 1200
hours of in-kind labour each month.
We truly could not serve community in
such a fulsome way without your help!

Guests continue to have their emergent
needs supported with donated
outerwear, hygiene and baby supplies.
Our small but mighty staff team of
about 30 includes a full-time Social
Worker and Compassionate Care Lead
who help triage guests’ basic needs
and support more complex needs and
referrals. Community partnerships
continue to be in place and welcomed
into our space to help guests with
health-related, social and wellness
supports, and navigating housing, social
and health systems.

At this milestone year of 55, our vision
and mission remain very close to that
of our founders. Certainly, there is

a heaviness in noting the increased
need in our city and the challenges our
vulnerable neighbours are facing. So,
we continue to serve, offering food and
friendship to anyone visiting our dining
room.

To YOU - and to all the friends of

the Inn - | want to acknowledge your
enormous efforts and support. THANK
YOU! Because of your help, the
Friendship Inn is a symbol of hospitality
and hope in the heart of our city and
we can serve each meal with a healthy
portion of warmth and understanding.
We hope to see you at our kitchen
party on May 8.

On behalf of the Board and Staff of the
Friendship Inn,

et

Sandra Kary
Executive Director

keep up to date at: §J [E] @SaskatoonFriendshiplnn
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“Good neighbours and helping our friends..."”

A 55-YEAR HISTORY - in the same
location - has made the Friendship Inn
a trusted and reliable service agency.
We serve the community by offering
our daily Free Meal Program, and we
also aim to live out the Inn’s Mission by
being good neighbours.

In connecting with Urban Camp (a

work readiness program for people in
the Justice System), we've coordinated
weekly neigbourhood clean-ups from
spring through fall, safely collecting litter
within a six-block radius of the Inn.

Qur friends with the Saweyihtotan
Program (work of the Saskatoon Tribal
Council) do amazing work to offer
after-hours street outreach services
and transitional housing. We are happy
to support our neighbours in need by
regularly providing sandwiches to their

mobile teams as well as special holiday
meals for Easter, Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Supporting with meals is what we do,
so responding to a request from James
Smith Cree Nation youth to help with
lunch meals for those participating in

a wellness and healing workshop held
near Saskatoon was an easy ‘yes!

Rapid access counselling is available
for Friendship Inn guests thanks to a
partnership with Navera Community
Connections. A professional counsellor
visits the Inn weekly to provide free
counselling and support with mental
health services.

Research on Hidden Homelessness by
the Canadian Centre for Housing Rights
was conducted by interviewers who

interacted with guests of the Friendship
Inn who agreed to share their lived

experiences. Nearly 40% of the study’s
participants were connected to the Inn.

Through their Returning Home program,
our friends from H & R Block Canada
will again set up shop at the Inn in
Spring 2024 to assist our guests with
income tax filing. This free service
reduces a variety of barriers for many
who are trying to access their much-
needed refunds and credits.

A long-standing partnership with United
for Literacy means that a Summer
Reading Tent will again be set up at the
Friendship Inn to inspire and nurture a
love of reading for our youngest guests.
Literacy games, story time and activities
will be featured, and books will be
distributed for eager learners.

A poem, shared by Ken, a guest of the fnn:

Standing on the corner
Holding up the wall
Nothing in your pocket
Nothin’ at all.
Tummy gets to rumblin’
You feel a little thin
Eat a little somethin’ at the Friendship Inn.
Catch the morning meal
Eight-thirty, nine.
It’s a good deal. The price is right.
You can eat on 20th Street
Across from what used to be OK Economy
The White Buffalo. Saskatoon City, Saskatchewan

Land of the Living Sky
When you’re hungry, when you’re hungry...
... this is where you go.

keep up to date at: §J [E] @SaskatoonFriendshiplnn
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Traditional
Ea5ter Mea’ FOOD: ham, turkey, potatoes, fresh vegetables,
will be served eggs, sugar, dried spices and margarine.
on Monday,
g | FINANCIAL DONATIONS: always needed and
April 1st!

always appreciated! It takes $6 to prepare and
serve one meal to a neighbour in need.

DONATION DROP-OFF: daily from 7:00 am - 3:00 pm
at 619 20th Street West THANK-YOU!

We served 431,764 nutritious meals in 2023
alone — an 18% increase in need over 2022.
We need your help to make sure no one
goes hungry. $6 helps fill one plate.

/

$1000 Lunch Meal Sponsorship
$750 Breakfast Meal Sponsorship
$600 helps serve 100 meals
$300 helps serve 50 meals

$150 helps serve 25 meals

$120 helps serve 20 meals

$60 helps serve 10 meals

WAYS TO GIVE:

Cheque, payable to the Saskatoon Friendship Inn and mailed or dropped off at 619-20th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0X8.
We're open 7 days a week from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm.

VISA or Mastercard. Call Laura at 306-242-3979 to make a single donation or sign up to be part of our monthly giving program.

You can give securely online at www.friendshipinn.ca/donate-online/....or scan this QR Code now
to make your donation through the Friendship Inn secure giving portal.

E-Transfer to donate@friendshipinn.ca No passwords necessary, we use auto-deposit!
Please include your name in the message section so we can issue your receipt.

All eligible donations will receive a charitable tax receipt. Charitable Registration Number: 119140937 RRO001

keep up to date at: §J [E] @SaskatoonFriendshiplnn



