
While Nutrien’s focus is “feeding the future,” the company is 
also helping to feed people in the community today. 

The corporate leader has offered to match up to $100,000 in 
cash donations to the Friendship Inn’s Fill the Plate
campaign in the month of December.

“Nutrien and the Friendship Inn 
share a belief that healthy food is 
essential for healthy individuals 
and communities,” says Candace 
Laing, Vice President of 
Sustainability and Stakeholder 
Relations. 

“This is our focus globally, but it starts here in our home 
community by partnering with organizations like the 
Friendship Inn who are providing meals and many other great 
services within the community centre.”

The Friendship Inn prepares more than 1,000 meals each day 
for hungry children, youth, adults and seniors. We see 
families facing challenging situations as they try to ensure no 
one is going hungry – and the relief and joy when they arrive 
at a welcoming place that can provide breakfast and lunch.

The Inn’s ability to fill this important need in our community 
is made possible by the support of donors. Your support will 
have double the impact in December through Nutrien’s 
commitment to matching donations to our Fill the Plate 
program. 

“We thank Nutrien for its continuing 
commitment to our community,” says 
Carson Heagy, the Inn’s Board Chair. 

“Feeding families has special 
meaning at this time of year and 
Nutrien’s generous support makes 
it possible for us to attract more 

donors and have double the impact.”

In the past, some donors planned to leverage the size of their 
gift by making their donation when Fill the Plate matching 
funds were available. 

“The funds donated in December are crucial to the Friendship 
Inn’s ability to serve meals and provide other support with 
dignity, respect and no questions asked beyond this single 
month of the year,” explains Carson.  

Nutrien Partners with Community to Fill the Plate

Clothing 
Adult-sized 
socks 
toques
mitts
warm jackets  

You Have Many Ways To Give

Visit Our Website: friendshipinn.ca
Follow us on Twitter: @SaskatoonFriend  & Find us on Facebook: Saskatoon Friendship Inn

Gifts 
New, wrapped age-appropriate 
presents like toys, games, books, 
PJS and gift sets labeled 

boys or girls age 
0-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, 13-18

Turkey
Bone-In hams
Butter
Margarine
Celery
Potatoes
Pies
Sugar
Coffee
Carrots
Peanut butter
Mayonnaise
Pancake mix 

Drop off donations at 
619 20th Street W, Saskatoon 

or phone 306-242-5122

Food

Tickets 
$250 each 

or 
$2,000 a table.

Please book your place 
at the table in advance 

by contacting 

Executive Director 
Sandra Kary
306-242-5122

December 2018



Like the guests, the Friendship Inn’s volunteers appreciate the facility’s warm embrace.

“The first time I walked through the doors at the Inn, I felt like I was at home,” says Aimee Schneider, a local business 
person. “It feels like family.” 

Carly Spooner of the Edwards JDC West team sees the Friendship Inn as a rewarding place to volunteer and says she “would 
love to help out” again.                                       

Dedicated Volunteers Raise Funds at Festive Dinner
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Aimee Schneider

Aimee and JDC West were publicly recognized at November’s National 
Philanthropy Day lunch for volunteering to plan and manage the Festive Holiday 
Dinner, which raises thousands of dollars each year.

“The success of this event, which transforms the humble Inn into a gala venue, 
depends on the combined time and skills of both,” says Sandra Kary, the Inn’s 
Executive Director.

“Aimee’s valuable insights as a long-time volunteer guides the organizing 
committee, while the energy of the Edwards JDC West team ensures the evening 
runs smoothly,” she explains.

Aimee first discovered the challenges presented by poverty while involved with 
Lighthouse Supported Living, then reached out to the Friendship Inn. 

She plans lots of events in her spare time and especially enjoys helping with the 
dinner at the Inn because of the emotional impact of knowing who the funds will 
support.

“For university students the JDC West team is a good way to give back to the 
community,” says Carly of her involvement.  

“JDC West provides an incentive to volunteer. You get your foot in the door and it 
becomes a habit, a large aspect of your life,” she says.   

While these volunteers focus on the Holiday Festive Dinner, they join a dedicated 
group of others – with a total contribution of 22,885 hours this year – who more 
directly interact with those seeking support from the Friendship Inn each and every 
day. 

Edwards JDC West Team

To join them contact the Inn at friendshipinn.volunteer@shaw.ca or 306-242-5122.



Serving on the Friendship Inn’s Board has given Darrell McKee a new perspective on 
the lives of others living in Saskatoon.
 
“I learned how challenging it is for people in the city. Sadly, I was pretty sheltered 
to be honest. I’d see homeless people on the street, but I didn’t 
understand.”

Darrell’s initial understanding of hunger was based on a ‘Lunch and Learn’ presentation 
offered by the Executive Director of the Saskatoon Food Bank and Learning Centre to 
him and his co-workers at Federated Co-operatives. 

That spurred his interest in people experiencing an insecure food supply, which later led 
him to agree to serve on the Inn’s Board.

A little over a year later, he knows the Friendship Inn fosters “a bit of a community” 
among a diversity of people who are finding it tougher and tougher to make ends meet. 

“I love the fact it’s no questions asked,” he says of the Inn’s warm, welcoming nature 
when providing meals and other support services.

Darrell has also come to recognize that the Friendship Inn depends on donors and 
volunteers to serve children, youth, adults, seniors and families - 365 days a year. 

Board Director Discovers People’s Challenges

While people tend to donate during the holiday season, help is needed all year long, says the Director of Centre Store Food for 
Federated Co-operative Ltd.

Darrell McKee
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Overwhelming emotion crosses Dennis Clare’s face when he describes how the 
Friendship Inn restored hope in his life.

“It was like a winning lottery ticket, because it saved me,” says the man, who knows 
first-hand that unexpected events can drag a person from on top of the world to rock 
bottom. 

A year ago at age 61, Dennis saw himself working another four years for his long-time 
employer, then retiring at 65. 

On Christmas Day, he suffered a major heart attack. While he was recuperating, he split 
with the woman in his life, then learned he had no job to go back to when he recovered.  

Unexpected Events Change Lives

Dennis Clare

“That left me financially kind of strapped. I did something I’d never done before, I moved into the Salvation Army men’s 
hostel,” says Dennis.

“I didn’t want my family and friends to know. I raised my kids. They shouldn’t have to take care of me.” 

Dennis turned to the Friendship Inn for meals to stretch his savings, while he searched for work and a place to live. 

At the Inn, he met kind, caring and concerned people who offered help without judgement to people who are struggling. “I was 
kind of taken back by that,” he says.

Dennis feels blessed for the guidance, love and support he discovered at the Friendship Inn and humbled by the stories of the 
children, women and men eating around him.

“I have a past and I know what it’s like to grow up on the streets,” says Dennis.

“I am grateful that this place is here for me and everybody else,” he says of the Inn, where people receive help, not only 
healthy meals featuring fruit and vegetables, but with support with life’s challenges.

In less than a year, Dennis has gone from driving past the Inn “with blinders on” to understanding the value of a place that 
makes people feel safe and supported almost like a family. 

“I believe in this place,” he says, urging people to learn more about the Friendship Inn, then donate from their heart.



A very warm welcome is what I received on 
October 1st, my very first day as the new 
Executive Director at the Friendship Inn. 
But I’m not unique – I see that same warm 
welcome extended to everyone that comes 
through the doors of the Inn. 

With ‘new’ eyes, I marvel at how breakfast 
and lunch are prepared, each day, for between 
800 – 1000 guests! I see this amazing 
‘machine in motion’ as dedicated staff and 
volunteers come together to prepare and 
serve the food, and then clean up the 
kitchen and dining room to a sparkle. 

I see our van out every day of the week 
picking up food donations from our very 
generous Saskatoon and area vendors, as we 
literally receive tonnes of food every year 
to do what we do. And I see first-hand the 
spirit of our community, as individuals and 

families, businesses, service clubs, churches 
and schools continue to faithfully support the 
Inn, allowing us to take care our wonderful 
neighborhood.  

However, I also see the number of guests here 
increasing, and see the constant challenge to 
meet the financial needs of the Friendship Inn. 

What will you see in this holiday season 
ahead? We hope that you will see that YOU 
are such an important part of our Fill the 
Plate campaign! YOUR gift - whether its $5 
or $5,000 - truly makes a difference! And 
many thanks to Nutrien as our lead sponsor 
for doubling the power of YOUR contribution 
by matching donations up to $100,000!

Your Generous Donations Enable Inn to Serve People

Name: __________________________________

Address:________________________________
    
Phone: _________________________________

Email:   _________________________________

Saskatoon Friendship Inn, 619-20th Street West, 
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0X8; Phone: (306)242-5122
E-mail: friendship.inn@shaw.ca
Website: friendshipinn.ca

Nutrien Encourages You to Fill the Plate by Matching Gifts up to a Total of $100,000.

_____   $5  Fills a plate
_____ $35  Fills a plate for a week
_____ $75  Fills 15 plates
___   $150  Fills a plate for a month
___   $500  Fills 100 plates
___$1,250  Fills 250 Plates
___$2,500  Fills 500 Plates
___$5,000  Fills 1,000 plates = One Day at the Inn
___ Other - $ ______________

☐ Pre-Authorized Debit - Enclose a blank cheque marked “VOID”
I authorize the Saskatoon Friendship Inn to deduct $_______________ from my bank account
1st day of each month for ___________ months, beginning the month of ____________________.

----- or-----
☐ Visa  ☐ Mastercard
I authorize the Saskatoon Friendship Inn to charge $_______________ to my credit card
1st day of each month for ___________ months, beginning the month of ____________________.
 
 Card number:________________________________  Expiry Date: ____/_____ (MM/YY)
 
  One time donation   Monthly donation
 
 Signature:__________________________________________

----- or-----
☐ Post-dated cheques
 ___________(#of cheques) enclosed for a total of  $_____________________
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Blessings to you and yours,
Sandra Kary, Executive Director 

Sandra Kary

Give a Gift this Season 
at Saskatoon Friendship Inn:


