
Looking back on its 50-year history, the Saskatoon Friendship 
Inn’s name aptly fits in many ways. 

In addition to extending a non-judgmental welcome to each 
person who walks through the door, the Inn has evolved thanks to 
numerous nurturing relationships. 

“With generous community support, the Friendship Inn was born 
and continues to provide essential meals, friendship, counselling 
and care in the heart of our busy city,” says Board Chair Carson 
Heagy. 

Concern, especially within the Christian 
community, led a group of local residents to open 
the Inn in March 1969 to serve unemployed 
transients and older men without families.  

These early efforts involved eager volunteers, 
the Inner City Church Council, the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, and Our Lady 
of the Prairies Foundation founded by 
Jack Leier.

“Jack experienced three major business failures, so 
knew what it was like to be hungry,” says his 
granddaughter Kathy Allen, recalling stories shared with her.   
 
“When he was ridiculed by a person who he asked for help during 
one of his hard times, Jack vowed to offer assistance to others with 
dignity and respect. That’s one of the reasons he liked the name 
Friendship Inn – because friendship represents those guiding 
principles,“ she explains.

Another synergy developed because the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) Clothing Depot was already in the building on 20th Street, 
when the Inn opened upstairs. 

Services grew with the addition of legal, dental and medical 
clinics, along with servings of soup and coffee on cold winter 
mornings. 

Vulnerable people of all ages came to know the Friendship Inn 
as a place to obtain warm food served with a healthy portion of 
kindness and understanding. 

United Community Funds of Saskatoon and later the United Way 
of Saskatoon and Area provided funds after noting the 

compelling benefits generated by the Inn.

Support grew, with members of parishes and 
congregations reaching into their wallets; Merlin 
Motors providing a van to pick up donated food; 
the Army and Navy Store contributing 300 pairs 
of socks; and internationally recognized Cree 
artist Allen Sapp donating a painting. 

When growing demand for the Inn’s services led 
to plans to expand its facility, the Roman Catholic 

Diocese donated the building. 

Over time many, many volunteers of all ages gave their 
time individually and in groups to enhance the lives of the 

children, youth, adults and senior citizens visiting the Friendship 
Inn. 

The Inn’s impact spread, as it was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Saskatoon Legal Assistance Clinic and 
involved in early discussions and seed money related to the 
opening of the Saskatoon Food Bank. 

Today, compassion and respect greet people who come for a meal, 
then discover friendship, counselling and such supports as 
guidance with their job search or parenting role.   

Did You Know? 
Did You Know the Friendship Inn: 

Serves 298,881 meals each year, 10 times the 21,917 in 1969.

     Grew to more than twice the size the building was 50 years ago.

          Has 20 employees, compared to one manager in 1969.

               Leadership involved 16 Executive Directors and 306 Board Directors in 50 years. 

                    Costs $1.1M per year to operate, 10 times the $10,746 in 1969.

Caring Community Thanked for Supporting Welcoming Inn

Donations may be dropped off at 619 20th Street W, Saskatoon or phone 306-242-5122
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Like the Friendship Inn’s guests, its volunteers appreciate the welcoming place.
“When I walked in, I knew that’s where I wanted to be,” 
says Stella Patterson, who dedicates her almost-daily volunteer shifts to her late 
husband Fred, with whom she shared a commitment to giving back.

She feels blessed to have the opportunity to prepare as many as 190 bagged 
lunches a day for students of all ages and working people. 

“It’s a labour of love,” says the volunteer who makes the adult lunches 
especially hearty, because she knows five people sometimes share three lunches 
for which they paid a total of $6.

Stella enjoys the people she meets. In the beginning she was amazed by how 
many grandparents pick up free lunches for grandchildren in their care. As time 
passed, she was pleased when she learned a father who was getting lunches 
every day for his three children found employment.

“I’ve got grandchildren and great grandchildren and I like to think if they 
were ever in the same situation that somebody would help,” she says. 

Stella follows in the footsteps of countless volunteers, starting with the small 
group of caring residents who opened the Inn in 1969.  

Their numbers have grown as the Inn moved from providing six transient men 
with a bowl of soup to serving as many as 1,000 breakfasts and lunches per day 
365 days a year. 

In the early years, Board Directors ran the Inn some days, with others covered 
by Kinette and Kinsmen members.  Today, school children and company 
employees join individuals like Stella, who repeats a common refrain when she 
says “I get a lot more out of here than I give.” 

Volunteers Drive Operations

Stella Patterson

What volunteer power does it take now to run the Inn?

1 DAY = 104 Hours       1 WEEK = 731 Hours
1 MONTH = 3,170 Hours        1 YEAR = 38,035 Hours Thank You



I happened to be standing at the front door with another staff 
member, greeting people as they came in for the 
regular breakfast service. A fellow stopped to chat with us, 
we learned his name, and in the midst of that brief 
encounter, he said something that struck me: “Thanks for 
your smiles today… it’s a hard world out there, and I don’t 
see too many smiles in my day.”

This fellow was coming for a meal, but needed more than 
just food. He needed a listening ear, someone to 
acknowledge him by name… he was in need of  friendship.

Flipping through 50 years of archives, a newspaper headline 
from 1978 jumped out at me, “Friendship Inn – Free food 
only part of its fare.” Then Executive Director, Delores 
Halabura cites, “Anybody who walks through the doors of 
the Friendship Inn has a need. And no one is turned away.” 

When it first started, the Inn was serving about 100 meals a 
day. 

Yesterday, we served 1285 meals. And no one was turned 
away.
 
Wow! We can only do what we do because of people like 
you, so THANK-YOU! 

Maybe YOU have stood at the front doors of the Inn and 
greeted a guest, served a meal, or offered a smile. Whether 
you’ve given food, funds or friendship – please know that 
your contribution is making a difference in the life of each 
person who walks through the doors of the Friendship Inn. 

In a few weeks, we will be preparing a Thanksgiving Meal 
– the 50th Thanksgiving Meal – for people in need in our 
community. Will you help us again? 

Our deep gratitude, and thanks in advance, for helping us 
offer good food, friendship, and a step forward for those in 
need. 
  Happy Thanksgiving!
   Sandra Kary

No One Is Turned Away From The Inn

This thanksgiving our community needs you. Donation items needed:
Turkeys
Stuffing

Frozen Vegetables
Pies

Sugar
Mitts/ Gloves

Donations can be dropped off at the Inn 619 20th St. W Saskatoon 7am - 3pm Daily!


