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Friendship Inn Helps Guests Take a Healthier Path
Quantin Lalonde has developed a new outlook on life since Since then, he’s been stabbed twice
a friend took him to the Friendship Inn.
and robbed of his food bank
groceries.
He’d spent a month facing challenges on the streets. The
Inn became his safe haven.
Thanks to the Inn, his future looks
brighter.
“It’s a place where I can come and share a laugh with
my friends,” he says.
Quantin is free of illicit drugs and is
looking forward to living away from
With the Inn’s support, Quantin is taking responsibility for
people who drag him down. He’s
past mistakes and lifestyle choices, and moving towards a eager to go back to work and get off
healthier, more productive life.
social assistance.

Quantin Lalonde

“I’m trying to change my path, because I want to show
people if you put your mind to things you can do it,”
says the 32-year-old.

Support is coming from the Inn’s Family Support Worker,
who helped him obtain new ID when his was lost, find
safer housing, and now plans to guide his job search.

When Quantin, who has worked as a heavy-duty
equipment operator, walked away from a partner who had
cheated on him, he was using drugs and had no place
to go.

While many know the Inn for providing meals, Quantin
knows it serves people in many other ways. He describes
the Friendship Inn as a place that helps get people off the
street.

Volunteer Stayed After Completing Fine Options Service Hours
The first time Ron Schmidt walked into the Friendship Inn
to work off fines, he felt welcome and respected.
“Whether you’re a Fine
Options participant, guest,
volunteer, or employee, there’s
no judgement,” says the
59-year-old.
“It’s a very friendly atmosphere.
Everybody is very helpful,” says
Ron, who continues volunteering at
the Inn long after finishing the
200 community service hours
required to settle fines for traffic
violations.
Ron Schmidt

He’s now experienced enough to show new
volunteers, like classes of school children, how to help in
the kitchen and dining room.
Ron, who is looking for carpentry work, likes the
camaraderie among the Inn’s staff, getting to know some
of the guests, and the boost volunteering gives his
mental health.

“When I get home after working here, I feel better,” he
explains.
“I think it’s a good experience to help people who
need help and I think the Friendship Inn is on a tight
budget, so the more help they get, the less wages are
put out,” says Ron.
Thankfully, the Friendship Inn did not lose the valuable
contribution of people working off fines for traffic violations,
as it appeared might happen two years ago.
Today, those participating in the Fine Options Program
contribute upwards of 3,200 hours of labour per month,
which makes up more than 40% of the total volunteer
hours that enable the Inn to serve the community, every
day of the year.

Drop off donations at
619with
20th
Street W,that
Ron is happy to share his time
an organization
supplies meals and other support
services
to people who
Saskatoon
are vulnerable.
or phone 306-242-5122

“I think the city should be proud of having something
like this,” he says of the Friendship Inn.

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING

frozen vegetables, assorted pies, baby formula,
sugar, peanut butter and pancake mix
by visiting the Saskatoon Friendship Inn, 619 20th Street West, or calling 306.242.5122.

Appreciation Shown to the Inn’s Compassionate Employees
In many places, a loud “Eek” follows a mouse sighting.
During the Inn’s Finding Fred in February contest, the response was gleeful excitement rather
than panic.
With the help of employees, Fred, a tiny
stuffed mouse, hid around the Inn during
the frigid month. The person who found
him gained a point and the opportunity to
hide him somewhere else.
At month’s end the employee with the
most points won a Tim Horton’s gift card.
Fred the Mouse

The game was launched to thank all the dedicated team
members who enable the Inn to serve 1,000 meals per day and
provide other support services to guests year-round.
“In the coldest February on record, it lifted spirits,” says
Executive Director Sandra Kary, who wants employees to know
their efforts are appreciated 365 days a year.

Friendship Inn staff with Fred the mouse

Saskatoon Friendship Inn
619-20th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0X8
Phone: (306)242-5122
E-mail: friendship.inn@shaw.ca Website: friendshipinn.ca

Give a Gift

at Saskatoon Friendship Inn:
_____ $5 Fills a plate
_____ $35 Fills a plate for a week
___ $150 Fills a plate for a month
___ $500 Fills 100 plates
___$2,500 Fills 500 Plates
___$5,000 Fills 1,000 plates = One Day at the Inn
___ Other - $ ______________

Name: __________________________________
Address:________________________________
Phone: _________________________________
Email: _________________________________

☐ Pre-Authorized Debit - Enclose a blank cheque marked “VOID”

I authorize the Saskatoon Friendship Inn to deduct $_______________ from my bank account
1st day of each month for ___________ months, beginning the month of ____________________.

☐ Visa		☐ Mastercard

----- or-----

I authorize the Saskatoon Friendship Inn to charge $_______________ to my credit card
1st day of each month for ___________ months, beginning the month of ____________________.
Card #:_____________________________________________________________ Expiry Date: ____/_____(MM/YY)
		One time donation			Monthly donation
Signature:______________________________________________________

☐ Post-dated cheques

----- or-----

___________(#of cheques) enclosed for a total of $_____________________

